
City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Simpson Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, September 12, 2011 – 5:30 P.M. 

 
 
A meeting of the City of Belton Parks Board was held on Monday, September 12, 2011, in the Simpson 
Room at the Harris Community Center.  Attending the meeting were Parks Board members Mike Ratliff, 
Tyson McLaughlin, Jim Deeken, Joe Brooks, and Chair Diane Ring.  City Staff in attendance included:  
Recreation & Events Director Sandy Slade, Recreation Coordinator Johanna Long, Parks Superintendent 
Dennis Browning and Parks Sr. Maintenance Worker Tony Rose. 
 

1. Call to Order.  
Vice Chair Deeken called the meeting to order at 5:32pm. 
 

2. Public Comments. 
There were no public comments. 

 
3. Consider the minutes from the August 1, 2011, Parks Board meeting. 

Minutes were unanimously approved. 
 

4. Receive Belton Youth Softball’s end of season report. 
Mrs. Gwenda Thompson presented the end of season report to the Board.  Present from the 
Association were Mike Thompson, President; Gwenda Thompson, Secretary; and Jennifer 
Lischinsky, Treasurer.  A few key components follow: 

 BYSA hosted the largest Texas Teenage Softball Association District Coach 
Pitch Tournament in the state. 

 BYSA has been awarded the T-Ball (6U) Division State Tournament in July 2012. 

 99 volunteers assisted the organization this season. 

 Purchased “All Pro” software package to assist with scheduling. 

 9.65% growth this year. 

 Started season with about $400 in the bank. 

 Sold pizza cards for fundraiser, profited $5,599.00. 

 $1,500 per team for those that went to tournaments. 
 

The Association has a few capital improvements, some are listed below: 

 Increase the size of the ball returns to 6” and add one to field 3. 

 Add a clock to field 3. 

 Place bars or an additional padlock on new storage and add electricity. 

 Improve infield work during off season.  BYSA requested access to conduct that 
work during off season themselves. 

 Scheduled access to Harris Community Center in exchange for maintaining the 
fields during off season. 
 

Discussion continued regarding report, with Mrs. Slade informing the Board that she would follow-
up with Staff on the requests made by the Association. 
 

5. Receive Belton Youth Baseball’s end of season report. 
Mr. Ben Lopez presented the end of season report to the Board. Six members of BYBA were 
present.  A few key components follow: 

 Franklin Limestone donates chalk to line fields, saving money for the Association 
and have for years. 

 Most growth is coming from the pre-teen divisions (T-ball and Machine Pitch). 



 The league called Walker Honey this season to obtain information on the bee 
problem.  The solution was bleach and water mixture to spray under lids. 

 The Association went from a 12-game season to 10-game season. 

 Concessionaire offered to change the Association’s commission from 10% to 
15% half way through the season. 

 Bodega Bean offered the coffee shop for registrations this season. 
 
Although some improvements were addressed in the Memorandum of Understanding, others are 
listed below: 

 The Association would like to see extended dugout areas for the children. 

 A request for more trash cans at the fields was made.  Indication of the trash 
being dumped was at a rate of once a day, excluding tournament play in 
occurring. 

 Providing for irrigation on infield of Lester field. 

 Cabinetry in concession stand needs replacing. 
 

Mr. Ben Lopez thanks the members of BYBA that were present at the meeting and introduced the 
new President for the Association, Mr. Wade Miller. 
 
Mrs. Slade thanked Mr. Lopez and the Association on behalf of the City of Belton for providing 
funding for the upcoming improvements scheduled to begin at Heritage Park and Jaycee Field. 
 

6. Board and/or staff comments. 

Mrs. Slade told the Board about the 2 Million Dogs Puppy Up! Walk event scheduled for Sunday, 

November 6, 2011, and Christmas on the Chisholm Trail on Saturday, December 10, 2011. 

 

Mrs. Slade informed the Board that she had recently passed the National Certified Parks and 

Recreation Professional examination. 

 

Mrs. Ring asked about “Doggie” bag containers at the parks.  Mrs. Slade did tell the group that a 

Leadership Belton group had called about that this week and that it may be something we hear 

from them about.   

 

Mrs. Slade also told the Board that a group at UMHB wants to sign up to adopt a park.  The 

department is working on getting that program running in the next month or two.  Mrs. Ring would 

like for the Legacy program to come back to light as well. 

 

7. Adjourn. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:53pm. 


